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March 22, 1995
EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M st., N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Re: CC Docket 94-1: Price Cap
Performance Review for Local
Exchange Car r i e r s:-'EX·I?1\RTE

...... -..'". '

',' 'g',,, ",~
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On March 30, the FCC will make a decision about price cap
regulation. You are familiar with our proposal to redirect the
Consumer Productivi ty Dividend (CPD) to help connect schools and
libraries to the NIl.

We want to take one last opportunity to urge you and
Commissioners Barrett, Chong, Ness, and Quello to adopt our
proposal. Our coalition includes the American Library Association,
the Council of Chief state School Officers, the National
Association of Secondary School Principals, the National Education
Association, and the National School Boards Association. We are
enclosing a collection of the letters of endorsement our supporters
have sent to the FCC; it includes many other individuals,
associations, organizations, and Members of Congress. IJ..s you can
see, they believe our proposal is the best opportunity for a giant
step toward equity of access to telecommunications technology for
schools and libraries.

"The Survey of Advanced Telecommunications in u. S. Public
Schools, K-12" done by the u.S. Dept. of Education's Office of
Education Research and Improvement (February 1995) documents the
challenge we face as a nation. We are attaching a synopsis of its
findings.

The American Electronics Association (AEA) released a major
survey on March 20, 1995, which found that only 59% of the
respondents who were teachers have multimedia capabilities
available to them, 29% have networked computers, and 20% have an
Internet connection. Only 17% of the teachers indicated that on-
line services were available to them. The key findings showed that
more than 75% of the survey respondents believe that the
information superhighway will 'alleviate such problems as a lack of O~
student motivation and obsolete curriculum. Budget N8.~fe~~d__th_e v~(
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lack of equipment and lack of training were seen as the major
roadblocks to applying information technologies.

In summary, the survey says that although 35% of public
schools have access to the Internet, only 3% of all instructional
rooms in public schools are connected to the Net. Funding is the
major barrier. Only 40% of public schools having computers with
telecommunication capabilities are in the classroom; however, the
types of telecommunications most often located in classrooms are
broadcast television and cable television. For the 49% of public
schools having access to the Internet or any other wide area
network connection, 11% of the usage is by administrative staff;
only 3% of schools indicate that students and 2% indicate that
teachers use the network to a large extent.

"Public Libraries and the Internet," a 1994 study by the U.S.
National Commission on Libraries and Information Science, found
that almost 21% of public libraries are connected to the Internet,
although 13% of small rural libraries are connected. Half of
libraries connected had only low-level dial-up connections, and few
public libraries offer direct public access to the Internet. A
summary of that report is also attached.

Both you and the Administration have taken a strong and
admirable stand on the need for connecting schools and libraries to
the NIl. In the current budget climate, this will prove to be an
increasingly difficult commitment to meet. Our CPD proposal avoids
burdening the federal budget while it helps address the
connectivity problem in a creative manner that promotes
private/public sector partnerships that the Administration and the
FCC have advocated.

In closing, we believe our proposal is the only viable
solution on the horizon and it would only be a partial solution. By
acting now, the FCC can enable a critical mass of connectivity for
classrooms and libraries to the NIl so learners of all ages,
regardless of where they live, can have access to
telecommunications technology, the key to success in the future.

Sincerely,

Arthur Curley
President
American Library Association

Gordon M. Ambach
Executive Director
Council of Chief State

School Officers



Kenneth F. Melley
Assistant Executive Director
National Education Association

Thomas A. Shannon
Executive Director
National School Boards Association

Attachments
Enclosure

cc: FCC Commissioners
William A. Caton

Timothy J. Dyer
Executive Director
National Association of

Secondary School Principals



Selected Findings

The Survey of Advanced Telecommunications in US. Public Schools, K-12 requested

information regarding the availability and use of telecommunications, plans to implement or

upgrade wide area connections, access to the Internet and selected Internet capabilities, and

barriers schools face to the acquisition or use of advanced telecommunications. The data were

gathered from a nationally representative sample of 1,380 public elementary and secondary schools

in fall 1994.

• Overall, 35 percent of public schools have access to the Internet but only 3
percent of all instructional rooms (classrooms, labs and media centers) in public
schools are connected to the Internet. Only 30 percent of public elementary
schools have Internet access compared with 49 percent for secondary schools
(table 5).

• Funding is the major barrier most often cited in the acquisition or use of
advanced telecommunications in public schools. Schools cited funding as a
major barrier 69 percent of the time which ranks first in a list of potential
barriers (table 14). Other major barriers most often cited were lack of

. equipment or poor equipment (50 percent) and too few access points in the
school building (47 percent).

• Seventy-five percent of public schools have computers with some type of
telecommunication capabilities (i.e., local area networks or wide area
networks), 74 percent have cable television, and 70 percent have access to
broadcast television in their schools (table 2).

• Only 40 percent of public schools having computers with telecommunication
capabilities indicated that they were located in classrooms (table 2). However,
the types of telecommunications most often located in classrooms are broadcast
television and cable television. Although 94 percent of schools with c1osed­
circuit television reported it was in classrooms, only 25 percent of schools had
this capability.

•

•

While 75 percent .of public schools have access to some kind of computer
network, only 49 percent have access to a wide area network--35 percent of
public schools have access to the Internet and 14 percent have access to other
wide area networks (e.g., CompuServe, America Online, Prodigy; table 3).

Sixty-seven percent of public schools have plans to implement or upgrade a
wide area computer network (table 4). Of these, 81 percent indicate that their
telecommunications plans are part of a district-level plan, 48 percent are part of
a school-based plan, 27 percent are part of a state plan, and 19 percent are part
of a regional plan.
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• In the Southeast, schools are about twice as likely to report statewide
telecommunications plans than schools in the other regions of the country--41
percent for the Southeast as compared with 20, 22, or 26 percent in the other
regions (table 4).

• Smaller schools with enrollments of less than 300 are less likely to be on the
Internet than schools with larger enrollment sizes. Only 30 percent of small
schools reported having Internet access, while 58 percent of schools with
enrollments of 1,000 or more reported having Internet access (table 5).

For the 35 percent of public schools having access to the Internet:

• E-mail is the most widely available Internet capability. Ninety percent of
schools on the Internet indicate E-mail·is available at their school (table 6).
News groups and resource location services (Gopher, Archie, Veronica, etc.)
are available in 64 and 62 percent of the schools, respectively. Only 21 percent
of the schools report having some graphical user interface capabilities such as
MOSAIC.

•

•

Each of these Internet capabilities (E-mail, news groups, resource location
services, and graphical user interface) is more often available for teachers and
administrative staff than for students. Eighty-five to 94 percent of schools with
Internet access indicated availability for teachers and 66 to 79 percent indicated
availability for administrative staff as compared to 43 to 54 percent of schools
reporting that the capabilities were available for students (table 6).

The number of instructional rooms connected to the Internet varies greatly--51
percent of the schools with Internet have a connection in one instructional
room, 27 percent have connections in two or three instructional rooms, 5
percent have connections in four instructional rooms and 8 percent have
connections in five or more instructional rooms (table 7).
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For the 49 percent l of public schools having access to the Internet or any other wide
area network connection:

• Eleven percent of the schools having access to wide area networks indicate that
administrative staff use those networks to a large extent but only 3 percent
indicate that students and 2 percent indicate that teachers use the network to a
large extent (table 11).

• The overwhelming majority of schools that are connected to any wide area
network use modems (97 percent; table 8).

• The responsibility for administering the wide area networks in 51 percent of the
schools is assigned to a part-time network administrator (table 9). Only 9
percent of the schools indicate that the person responsible for administering the
network is a full-time network administrator. Sixteen percent indicate that
someone from the district staff administers their network and 24 percent report
that no single individual is responsible.

• Large schools (enrollment of 1,000 or more) are about twice as likely to have a
full-time network administrator than smaller schools--17 percent as compared
to 7 or 9 percent (table 9).

• About 70 percent of schools having access to wide area networks provide
training to the administrative staff and teachers. This training is provided more
often by the school district than by the schools (table 10). Training for students
also is provided in about half of the schools and for parents in 20 percent of
schools. However, training for students and parents is more often provided by
the school rather than the district.

;
!···
t
t

i
r
r

I
t
I

r
i
!
~

t

I

• Schools with access to wide area networks indicate that district and regional
administrators (48 percent) and teachers and other staff (33 percent) are the
two groups most likely to play a large formal role in developing the school's
telecommunications program (table 12). .,

• According to 89 percent of schools with wide area network access, decisions
concerning the school's telecommunications budget are made most frequently
by the school district (table 13). Fifty-nine percent also report that their school
is responsible for making decisions concerning the telecommunications budget.
Only 22 percent of schools indicated state influence on these budget decisions
and 15 percent indicated that their regional administrator was responsible for
making decisions on the .school's telecommunications budget.

IThe estimated percent of schools having access to the Internet or any other wide area network connectioli-49 percent of public schools­
is based upon.a variable which was derived from two items on the questionnaire. It is an unduplicated count of those schools indicating
that they have access to either the Internet or any other wide area network (e.g., CompuServe, America Online, Prodigy; table 3).

5



+ .. ""

National Commission on

Libraries and Information Science

Public Libraries and the
Internet:
Study Results, Policy Issues, and

Recommendations

Final Report

June 1994

Charles R. McClure • John Carlo Bertot • Douglas L. Zweizig



l 'nilt'cl Sl;llCS
Nalional Commissio/l Oil

Ullr,uies and Int'llrl11;1I1(11) S< il'll<'l'

June 1994

Honorable William 1. Clinton
President of the United Statts
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton:

The members of the U,S, National Commission on Libraries and
Information Sci~nce (NCLlS) are pleased to prescnt this rep0rl on Public Lihraries
and the Inlernet: Study Results! Policy Issues, and Recommendations. The report
results from the Commission's mandate to study the means by which the
informational needs of the Nation arc satisfied,

The Commission is concerned that public libraries offer ad"'anced
telecommunications and information services that bencfil local communities. Just
as they have offered open access 10 recorded knouilcdge since the earliest days of
our Nation's history, public libraries havc a vital role in as:o>uring lhat advanced
information services are univer$3l1y available to all segments of the population on
an equitable basis.

The Commission's systematic examination of public libraries and the
Internet is based on the belicf that publicly-supported community librarics arc a
critical component of the National Information Infrastructure (Nil) initiative. The
survey provides initial baseline data about Internet connectivity for public
libraries. The research shows that the NIl's capability to extend and enhance
information access is not yet widely available to the Nation's 9,050 public
libraries.

The National Commission's survey of public library involvement with
Internet. the global computer network of interconnected nelworks. shows the
following;

• 20.9% of public libraries are connected to the Internet
• Public library access to the Internet is not equitable



• Public Iibrancs serving larger communities arc: more lii.c!y to have
a~~s to Internet than public libraries serving smaller
communities

• There are regional vlriallons In pUblic liblilly Illtclllcr conncctivity
• Few lJublic librarics offer direct public 3cc:er.S to rhe Internct
• Public libraries are using lnlr.mr.t ~erviccs to

- procure answers to reference inquiries
- .1c.c.ess federal inforrnlllion resour~$

- perform interlibrary loan transactions
• There are wid~ variations in pUblic lilmlly 11IlCiIlct costs

- libraries for srnQller populations report annual custs of $41'2.
- librari~.~ f(lf l~rEer populations report annual costs of S14,697

• federal assistance for corl1cl,;lill~ tJu1.lIi.:.!ibraric.s to the Inlcrnct is
requited

The NCLIS survey rcsponJs tv .. \juc~[jull raised iII a July, 1993 pclicy
discussion mecting held at the Library of Congress. Ar Ihis mrr.1ine. Vice
President Gorr. a"kp.nln what degree publIc libraries can servl: as a "safcIY nCI"
for access to Internel infofITl4liull llud serviccs. The Vicc Prc~idcnt 1l1~0 raised
b~ues related to how Ihe Internet could provid~ better slX.iill P.'1l1i1Y for the
public. ThC' r.mren! National data about public libraries and (he Internel
containetl in thIs repon arc inlclIJt;J 10 help mak~ informed dcci:;ion:> about
futurc go\"crnmenl role:; involving public lihr:lries ~nd tl>,' information
infr<l s'nrr.'11 r~.

Thc Commis::;ion's reparr shows that public Iibrarir.:s arc: m~kine prn~rcss

in r.~nnl':r.tine to the internet and by extending the benefits of advanced
(nformatlon services Lu Lhl:il patrons. Thi, progrcs3, howcver, requires
833i3tllnc.': if we are to assure th:lt th~ information sl.1pnhighwily of the future
will 11(\1 hYPil.,,~ critical segments of the American people.

Wc look forward to working wilh you to achie.ve. th~ vi~ion "n clearly
lH1ir.III",~tl in your Stale of' the Union Address •...10 CQlfneCl every classroum.
every cllllle, every LlBMR>: every hospital in America inro a national
information superhighway by the year 2001), ..

Sincerely,

~ EA;\ ~,-- t\ lX~
Junne Hurley Simon
Chairperson

ii



The alliance of education and library organizations who are participating in the filing
are:

American Library Association
Council of Chief State School Officers
National Association of Secondary School Principals
National Education Association
National School Boards Association

Endorsements have been received from:

American Association of School Administrators
Arkansas Library Association
Association for Educational Communications & Technology
Barbara O'Connor, Director of the Institute for the Study of Politics and Media
at California State University
Chief Officers of State Library Agencies
Congressman Major R. Owens
Congressman William D. Ford
Consortium for School Networking
Hispanic Association on Corporate Responsibility
Idaho Library Association
Laramie County Library Association
Maine Library Association
Mountain Plains Library Association
National Association of Elementary School Principals
National Association State Boards of Education
National PTA
New Jersey Library Association
Ohio Library Council
Oregon Library Association
Pennsylvania Library Association
Rural Electrification Administration
Senator Barbara Mikulski
Texas Library Association
West Virginia Library Association
West Virginia Library Commission



July 26, 1994

Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
Of SCHOOL ADMIHISTMTOf\S LEADERSHIP

roll f.iEARN1;VG

The American Association of School Administrators, representing more than 16,000 local
superintendents and school executives, wishes to express our support for the Reply Comments
flled with the Commission on June 29, 1994, in the matter of Price Cap Performance Review
for Local Exchange Carriers (LEC); CC Docket 94-1: Price Cap Performance Review for Local
Exchange Carriers.

We agree with the American Library Association, The Council of Chief State School Officers,
The National Association of Secondary School Principals, the National Education Association,
and the National School Boards Association, that price cap regulations should be reformed to
"provide those positive financial incentives to urge LEe investment in communications
technology for education and libraries. 'I

We also support the 0.5 percent "credit bank," which could only be claimed. by LEes if they
invested in education-related National Information Infrastructure systems and technologies that
have a meaningful, carefully thought-out, and demonstrated connection with learning in
individual schools, school systems, and libraries.

We appreciate having the opportunity to present our views.

Paul D. Houston
Executive Director

(703) 528·0700 • Fax (703) 841-1543_. . ~ '. . ..... -----



• • • • • •••• • •
ARKANSAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

1100 North University. Suite 109. Little Roclc, AR 72JJJ7. (501) 661·1127
V •••••••••••

March 10, 1995

Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commi5Sion
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Arkansas Ubrary Association strongly urges you and your colleagues on the Federal
Communications Commission to revise th~ FCC price cap regulation plan al; a means of fi­
nancing the development of the National Information Infrastmcrure (CC Docker 94-1: Price
Cap Performance Review for Local Exchange Carriers).

As in many other states, Arkansas has experienced growing activity in recent years in tele­
communications. A number of projects have been planned or implemented which have a posi­
tive impact on the education and economic :>ections of the state.

Although progress has been made. only 2 out of 209 public libraries and 95 out of 312 school
districts have been connected to the Internet. There is still a great need for significant tele­
communications infrastructure improvements in the state, especially in rural communities. The
FCC proposal would not conflict with but would greatly compliment our state's initiatives.

Libraries not only in Arkansas but in every state must gain affordable access to the "informa­
tion superhighway" as soon as possible (0 meet the ever-increasing infonnation needs of mil­
lions of Americans. The estimated $300 million per year that local telephone companies could
use to finance investments in library and education infrastructure in their service territories will
certainly advance the goal to connect every library and classroom to the NIL

We urge your careful consideration of this proposal.

cc: Commissioners Chong. Ness. QueUo, ana Barrett
FCC Secretary William A. Caton

'----I'"\CJs,...i-./n~ ''-'-:_11--'''''''''''''''1 lII_~r-#r71
Jenelle Stephens
President



Association for Educational
Communications & Technology

102; Vermont Avenue, N\v, Suite 820, Washington, DC 20005·3;.+7
(202) 347-7834 FA-X (202) 3'+7-7839

March 7, 1995

Re: C Docket 94-1: Price Cap
Performance Review for Local
Exchange Carriers: EX PARTE

Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

On behalf of the Association for Educational Communications and Technolo C1Y's (AECT)
members, I would like to strongly encourage that the FCC adopt the propos;IT filed by
the Education/Library Coalition members: the American Libr~ Association, the
Council of Chief State School Officers, the National Association of Secondary School
Principals, the National Education Association, and the National School Boards
AssocIation. Their filing asks that the FCC redirect the Consumer Productivity Dividend
(CPD) to help connect schools and libraries to the NIL

Our national membership includes 4500 educational and instructional technology
professionals workin,g in K-12 schools, higher education and the private sector, as well
as over 25,000 memDers of our afmiated organizations in all fifty states, all of whom are
concerned about the equity of learning opportunities for students of all ages. The
mission of AECT is to promote the effectIve application of technology in the
teaching/learning process. We believe the coalition's proposal is an appropriate use of.
regulatory incentive to benefit students and learners of all ages and that the proposal is in
strong accord with our mission.

We ask for your support for the coalition's innovative solution. Please e-ncourage the
other Commissioners to give it their serious consideration. Thank you for the
opportunity to comment on this important issue.

cc: FCC Commissioners
William F. Caton, Secretary to FCC (2 copies)

=__ ~~-=r~;=:;~ ::·FE-=-~=='=== = == =--:. -=-=:= =_ _ .. *"- .. _ _ _ A ,...,. _ ..,
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bpo. folwu-y 1~11. 199' • e--. fobn-y 14-1., 199'



March 16, 1995

Re: CC Docket 94-1: Price Cap
Performance Review for Local
Exchange Carriers: EX PARTE

Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications commission
1919 M st., N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dearc~;&J-
As a professor of Communication, in the communication studies

Department, and as the Director of the Institute for the Study of
Politics and Media at California state University in Sacramento, I
urge you and Commissioners Barrett, Chong, Ness, and Quello to
adopt the proposal filed by the education and library coalition.
Their proposal asks the FCC to redirect the Consumer Productivity
Dividend (CPO) to help connect schools and libraries to the NIl.
The coalition includes the American Library Association, the
Council of Chief state School Officers, the National Association of
Secondary School Principals, the National Education Association,
and the National School Boards Association, as well as many other
associations, organizations, and Members of Congress who have
endorsed their proposal.

As former chair of California Education Technology commission,
I have worked diligently, along with many of my colleagues in the
state, to assure equity of excellent learning opportunities for all
students. I especially support the coalition's March 6
recommendation to the FCC that priority be given to multi-year
plans from schools and libraries in disadvantaged areas, with
preference given to plans that would network communities.

I know your vision includes connectivity for classrooms and
---libraries; please encourage the other Commissioners to support the

coalition's innovative solution for helping our nation's students.
The proposal is an appropriate use of regulatory incentive to
benefit consumers, especially those in disadvantaged areas, who
will shape the future of our nation. It is an investment that will
bring on-going and healthy dividends to our country. The problem is
too large to be solved by this effort alone but, this use of the CPD
will allow a critical mass of connectivity that's long overdue.

Sincerely,

Barbara O'Connor

. cc: 'FCC Commissioners ' --'- -
WilliamF. Caton, secir~tary"to FCC

---
"
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:CHIEF OFFICERS OF STATE LIBRARY ,AGENCIES

October 31, 1994

Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Conununications Co$nission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washingto~D.C. 20554

RE: FCC Comprehensive Re"fiew of the Performance ofLECs Under Price Cap Regulation ...
CC Docket 94-1. ' .

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I
The Chief Officers of State Library Agencies urge the Federal Communications

Commission to allow LECs t6 use the Consumer Productivity Dividend to provide credits for the
wiring of public libraries and ~chools.

I
. !

It is essential for thi~ nation's future that access to the emerging Global Information
Highway is readily available't4 students in our schools and public libraries. The only competitive
advantage that a nation can have in a knowledge based world economy is to have more
information more rapidly av~able to more of its workers, learners and citizens.

The use of the Consumer Productivity Dividend to support libraries and schools ~ould
exteqd a benefit to all citizens :ofthe nation and impact favorably- on the welfare offuture
generations through the imprdved education of today's students.

I
Please make every effort to provide these credits for telecorrununication to public libraries

and schools. '

,
! .

",

I

I I

Yours truly,
~\.H m.

~, ~

J. Maurice Travillian
President

I

~si<1tlt'1l

NQI1l:Y L,ZU»y
Slore UbtoriCln
W(]inJl'lgTOf'I SlOTe Ul:lIOry
P,O, Box 4Z4~
Olympia. WI'. y~-2(tQ
000) 753-:.-;115
fA:k ~7S75

vic. P~gnl/PtgSld6"t E/';CT
J. MQUftCQ 1'lcM11km
Assistonr SlQt,. S<:perin'6ndel'T
tcfLll:ltOnes
M<:!rylQnd SrOfe Oepor1rnem
etlidueorien
:r.o Wert 6clllmote Strael
BCllI'mOfa. ,..0 21201·25Q5
(A:O) 333-2113
fAX; Al~33-2!ll7

Stx,rtJIOIY
Jone II:elbe
S10l0 Lib/orion
Soum Do~oro 51¢e LIOfory
SlOlg WO/Y Building
llCD Gcwemori 0.;"..
Plalle. SO S7!ll1-2294
•.• - _ ....... ". "-r

O~eclO'

Amy Owen
OireClor
U101l Slele Li1:>ro/y
2'!OSoUTI1 UX) WM. Su~e \6
Sol! ~Cli<e Clry. IJT !-1115

~~~) ~~8••••

167 W. Moiti St.. Suite 600
leXitigfOr'l. KY 40507-1324
(606) 231-1925
FAX: 606-231·1928

AngelO Ctoo.lclI, SraffConroct



MAJOR A. OWENS

COMMlnu ON
£OUCA nON AND LABOR

COMMITTEE ON
GOVERNPwlENT OPERATIONS

Q:ongre.ss of the tinited ~tetes

i.~OU.sf of 'Rrpre.srntetiOf.5
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The Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications commission
1919 M street NW, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am ....riting to express my enthusiastic support for the
innovativa proposal on "Price Cap Performance Review for Local
Exchange Carriers" (cc Docket 94-1) submitted by the Education and
Library Alliance to connect schools and libraries to the National
Information Infrastructure (NII).

As a librarian, I cannot stress enough the importance of
pUblic libraries as a vital source of information for urban and
rural communities. We face the danger in the emerging 21st century
of millions of Amer lcans becoming part of the II information poorl! -­
those who could be left out of the ne~ electronic communications
world we envision. We need to be sure that all people, including
those ~ho historically have been among the underserved in our
diverse population, have the opportunity to access the advanced
technologies offered. Linking'public schools and libraries to the
NIl ....ould accomplish this goal.

It is my hope that you will give this proposal your full
consideration. I believe the proposal ....ould improve equality of
opportunity and promote full participation for every ~erica~.

R. OWENS
r of Congress
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The Honorabla Rs&d E. Hundt, Chsir=an
r~deral co~~unicationg Co~ig6ion

1919 M strQQt NW, SU1~6 814
Washington, DC 20554

DQar Mr, Chairman:

I am ~ritinq to add my enthusia6tlc support c: the conments
you recently rscaivsd trem five education and library
organiz~tion~ in rQ6pOnS~ to the matter tefore the :ederel
communic.tions Commission cn "Frice Cap Perfor::nance Roview' for
Local Exchange Carriers h (CC Dockst 9<-1).

BriQ!ly, the education and library'organizations ?~OPoS~
that the Federal Communications co~is.ion (FCC) redirQct the
Consumer Produotivity Dividsnd to a program designQd to b~nof{t

schools and libraries through plans mutually a9reed upon by all
par~ies. they recommend, in this con~ext, that ~~e a~proximately

$300 million a YQar available through the dividend be allocated
to a special account against ~hich t:'e Looal ExchangQ CarriQrs
~ould charge inv8at~ents made in Qducational and library
infra5t~ucturQ in their telephone B&rvice territories.

I believe the proposal otfers a cost-effQc~iv8, sensible
approach vhich could qrsatly turthar the Administration's vorthy
goal to connect every cla~erQo~ and library to thQ National
Intormation InfrastructurQ by the year 2000.

As Chairman of the Eduoation and Labor Commi~tee, r have
supported a variety of measures before both my Committee and
other Committees which would help aeaure that school~ and
libraries reap the full benQ!it~ of thQ rapidly c~anginq

technologiQ~ ~hich are in!luencinq all a5pect5 of ~odern life.

specifically, thQ Education and Labor Committee recently
guided to enactment the Goals ~ooo legi~lation in which thQ
conqresa endorsed a process which would reform educa~ion by
driving improvemQntg QystQmically, whethQr the i~proveroents

concerned teachinq, learning or the conception of education
qenerally. Following enaotment of the Goals bill, ~he House or
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Repr9sentatives passed the comprehensive education bill to extGnd
Elementary and Secondary Education Act proqrams. This bill a150
includes a broad na~ 1nitiativ~ to spur greotQr usa of
educational technology in echools and libraries all across the
co~ntry. Even though thg legislation has yet to be ~n~cted, the
Appropriations CommittB~ has signaled it~ ~illingness to· ~gt

aside a small amount of funds should thg program be enacted,
which 10 rem~rkablG givQn the fiscal restraints being dealt ~ith

this ygar. Clearly, therQ i8 a strong deeire to includg schools
and libraries as particip~nts in thQ information infrastructure
beCaU5G of the cIgar link bet~QQn the development of the N~tional

Information Infrastructure (NI!) and the types of Qaucational
changes envisioned in th0se ~ajor Qducation initiatives.

The NIT promises to provide schools and libraries vith the
ability to tap into vast storQQ of information, to get in touch
~ith other classes and tQachers to compere infor~ution and sharQ
expQriences. This potential ~ill only bQ rgalized, hO~Qver, it
appropriate public policiQQ are put in placs at ~vecy step of t~e

~ay.

! e~ fa~iliar ~ith, and appr.eciate, -your personal interest
in making thQ National In!ormation Infre~tructure accQ~.iblQ to
the puclic, in part, by making it affordable for schools and
libraries. I hopQ you ~ill givQ the proposal 8uPffiitted by the
education and library organization~ your full considgration as a
way to leverage public policy to ~ti~ulatQ private investment in
the NII and in thQ process benefitting two fundamental
underpinninqs ot our democr~cy.

with kind regards,

;J~
WILLIAl{ D. FORD
Chairman

WOf: jmm
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Re: CC Docket 94-1: Price Cap
Penorma.nce Review for Local
Exchange Carriers: EX PA.~TE

Chainnan Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 MSt., N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Board of Directors

-
-
ASPllU A....c1.ariClJl. Inr. Dear Chairman Hundt:

-
C.b4n A._riQII
/(.c1o.....1 Co.adl (D<C)

-
Leap. ollJalc" Lana
A.-..rtCaA Clrize1l. (LlJUC)

The Hispanic Association on Corporate Responsibility (HACR) would like to strongly encourage you,
Commissioner Barrett, Chong, Ness and QueUo to support the proposal filed by the American Library
Association, the Council of ChiefState School Officers, the National Association ofSecondary School
Principals, the National Education Association, and the National School Boards Association. Their
filing asks that the FCC redirect the Consumer Productivity Dividend (CPD) to help connect schools and
libraries to the NIT.

-
J'{atlo..1A.~doCl
ot HI'poInte r.bllc:atlorl.
(l(AHP)

-
~atlonal eo.ndl
of La lna (MCUJ

-
~&C1onal Pwerto a'an
CooIlitton (!'InC)

HACR is a coalition of the largest national Hispanic organizations in the U.S., as listed on our stationary.
The lea.dership of these organizations compose the board of directors of HACR Our mission is to
ensure the Hispanic Community equitable participation in Corporate America, commensurate with its
contribution and emerging potential.

Through this network oforganizations, HACR represents over seventy percent of all Hispanic American
households, all of whom are concerned about equity of learning oppornmities for students of all ages.
For many, the burrier to equity is primarily economic: the expenses of access to teleccmmunications
technology. We believe that the coalition's proposal is an appropriate use of regulatory incentive to
benefit consumers, especially those in disadvantaged areas, who will shape the future of our nation.

When \I,"e met 'With the coalition, we asked that they stipulate in the second, more detailed, FCC
p~ing that pI'OJX'I1ional representation of a state's pluralistic student population be included on the
Board of Stakeholders that would be overseeing the process in each state; that notification about the
credit bank opportunity to all public schools and libraries in each state be required, and that preference
be given to areas in most need of assistance. We ask for your support for these recommendations and
for the coalition's innovative solution. Please encourage the other Commissioners to consider it
seriously.

Thank you for this opportunity to offer our views.

Si~,\ ,'Q
Richard J, Bela, Esq.
President

ee: FCC Commissioners
William F. Caton, Secretary to FCC

IlJO RJ.toclE IslA/'ld AVEIlUE, N.W.• SUiTE ~05 • WASkl/'lGTo/'l, D.C. 200'6
PkollE 202·an·9672 • FAX 202·457,0455
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IDAHO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 8533

Moscow, 10 83843
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Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am writing on behalf of the Idaho LIbrary Association to express our support for
the proposal "Prince Cap Pertormance Review for local Exchange Carriers" which
was submitted by the Education and Library Alliance to connect all libraries to the
National Information Infrastructure.

Our association's members. 650 librarians, trustees, and friends of libraries,
know that libraries are a vital source of information for our predominately rural citizens.
Many of our libraries serve citizens who could easily become left out of the new
information structure. Our association works to ensure that all Idaho citizens. including
those in rural areas, have access to all information. We believe that linking our
libraries and school to the Nil would be a step to achieve this access.

Please consider this important proposal.

Yours truly,

Karen Strege
President
Idaho Library Association

cc: Secretary William Caton

ILA
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March 7, 1995

William A. Caton
Federal Comnunications commission
1919 M st. N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Caton:

I am writing to request your support of the Price Cap Performance
Review for Local Exchange Carriers: Ex Parte (CC Docket 94-1).
This plan will be of great benefit to public libraries and schools.

Wyominq pUblic and academic libraries are connected statewide via
a computer system. The next step is for us to connect to the
information superhighway. This initiative would help us reach that
goal.

wyoming has few people and great distances. Technology expands our
resources and horizons providing a direct benefit to the public we
serve. Please support CC Docket 94-1 and help us further connect
with the world.

Thank you for your consideration.

sincerely,

~.p'~~
r;ucie P. Osborn
county Librarian
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March 16, 1995

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Suite 814
Washington, DC 10554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Maine library Association strongly endorses the use of rate price
cap funds to assist libraries in connecting to the emerging National Information
Infrastructure (Nil) (CC Docket 94-1: Price Cap Performance Review for Local
Exchange Carriers). This plan would put equity in the information super highway.
As libraries are wired and begin to offer new services, millions of people will be
able to access new information and emerging services through their local libraries.

Here in Maine we have spent the last year planning for a statewide
library information network that will eventually provide affordable access for
all Maine's citizens to global information resources. Concurrently, the Maine
library Association and the Maine Educational Media Association is sponsoring
legislation to connect libraries and communities electronically, and has assumed
intervenor status in rate negotiations involving NYNEX and the Public Utilities
Commission. At the national/evel and the local level affordable access to the
information super highway is a pressing concern.

On behalf of the Maine library Association I enthusiastically support
this proposal for "consumer productivity dividends" which is part of the FCC's
current review of price cap regulations. Please make every effort to provide
these credits for telecommunications to public and school libraries.

Sincerely,

Valerie Osborne, President
Maine library Association

VAO/dm

cc: Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner Susan Ness
Commissioner James H. Quello
Commissioner Andrew C. Barrett
William A. Caton, Secretary of the Federal Communications Commission



March 10, 1995

Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Mountain Plains Library Association strongly supports the "Price Cap Performance
Review for Local Exchange Carriers" (CC Docket 94-1) submitted by the Education and
Library Alliance to facilitate the connection of schools and libraries to the National
Information Infrastructure.

The eleven states comprising the MPLA region-from Nevada to Oklahoma and Arizona to
Momana--represents nearly one-fourth of the continental area of the United States, with many
citizens living in rural areas and small-to\lffls with long distances between them. These have
long been areas typically under-served by information providers. In addition, this region is
served by many rural, local telephone companies which may not choose to make the
technological investments necessary to assure that schools and libraries are connected to the
Information Superhighway without these incentives. For these reasons, we consider this
proposal vital to our region.

We, therefore, request that you give this innovative proposal your full consideration to help
assure that all citizens, regardless of where they live, will have access to the advancing
in formation technologies that promise to revolutionize communication and the dissemination
of information. .

SincerelYt

Blaine H. Hall
President, Mountain Plains
Library Association



XHro:'-·.-\l.ASSOCl.-\110~ OF EI.E.YE:'-"TA..RY SCHOOL flRJ~CIP.-u..s
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The H~~o=able REed E. Hundc, Ct6ir~an

Fede~al Corr~u~lca~ions Corr~is~ic~

1. 919 H S : r e e t. I ~"1>/

Suite 814
Wa~hinQcon, DC 20554

Dear Mr. ChAirma~:

en be~alf of the ~a:ional Asso~iation of Zleme~tar1 Sc~ool

?=:~c:?a15 (N~ES?), : ~~ writir.g co exp~ess our ~~ppo=t fer the
~se 8: race price cap :unds to help schcols be~.fit tro~ e~ergi~;

tel~cc~~unicatic~s tec~~ologies. S~eci:~callYI we are i~cerest.ed

in :~e redirect:c~ of the Cons~~er Productivity Div~ce~~ (C?D) :c
a p=ogr~~ desig,-ed to b~ne!i: ecucacic~ anc l~b=aries.

:t :s ~y understa~di~g thet so~~ $300 ~i::ie~ would be available
.. .., ... c··,.. ...· -'"'e C?:-' ..... C vea r ';;ese"v;"'~ - is ""c"'ey S.. ..,.l·-t'y fO'" t..:-e"- ...... _ _"::::"'. .... ... " -.T. ~c:. l .J _ • .' _ _ ....~ "- _ ii.;... ...... ,-.. .. _ ,:j

by sc~oo:s and lib~aries would help :~em gain aCCQSs to many ~ew

,:schr"ological ir:~o'l'ations tha: ca~ G'reat~y e:1r~'"1ce teaching a~d

learr:ing.

-!t is crucial-tha: schools and li~~a~~es be ir:c~uced in t~e

N~c~c~al rn:orrr.acicn !n:ras~ruc:~=e (~Zr). A~ you kr-ow, ~he

A~.ir;:s~~ation ~as mace k~cw~ i~s goal of having ev~ry class~oc~

a~c l:crary cor.~ac~ed to the ~I~ by the yea= 2000. If this ~oal

is r;oc achieved, che ga~ betwe.e:l t:he "h~ves" a..."".d "have nots" wi:'l
~4cc~e even wide= a~d rn~~y thousands of the nation's young people
hi~~ ce l~f~ be~ind.

~~ow is the time to r.-.ake a 5t.a.,.C tor equ::'c:y. No....., is th~ ti::!e ~c

cake act~on to er.sura that eve~y chil~ in c~i~ nation i~ given
=eal 0?~ortur.it{e~ to learn. ~he r.ci~ec:icn of CP~ fu~ds to a
special education and library !~~d wi~l hel? to nake t~ig a
rea:~=y and provide our youn~ people wi:~ ~he ceols they wi:l
r.~Eci in ord&r to CO~Date in ~he ~arka~p~ace.

7ha~~ you for you~ consideration of t~is mac:er. NAES? looks
: c=~.;a=c to working ¥Ii eh you on o:her issues o! r.-.utua1 concerr..

SincerQly yours.

tfkdJ.,! /Ii) a..t,D/!./'".{lv{
Saliy #. HcConr.ell
Direc~o~ of $ta~~s a~d Advocacy

.-. ..." ':'I
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NATIONAt ASSOCIATION OF
SfATE BOJiRDs OF EDUCATION

November 9, 1994

Commissioner Andrew C. Barrett
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket 94-1: Price Cap Performance Review for Local
Exchanae Carriers: "Ex Parte:

Dear Commissioner Barrett:

The Natronal Association of State Boards of Education, representing
state and terrrtorial boards of education who are responsible for the
educational interests of more than forty three million students in public
schools and post-secondary institutions, wishes to express our
supp::>rt for the Reply Comments filed with the Commission on June
29, 1994, regarding "Price Cap Performance Review for Local
Exchange Carrlers,u cc Docket 94-1.

As the nation moves into the 215t Century it is essential that all
children through their schools, libraries and other education
institutions be connected to the National Information Infrastructure
(Nil). The proposal submitted by the American Library Association
wrth the Council of Chief State School Officers, the National Education
Association, the National Association of Secondary School Principals
and the National School Boards Association is a sound
recommendation for meeting the tremendous challenge of bringing
educational institutions into the Nil and improving the academic
achievement of our nation's schoolchildren.

We hope that you will give this proposal your full consideration and
support the further development of a nationwide, qualrty education for
m! children.

Sincerely,

/1

p~XW-dtuvk--
'Brenda Ulienthal Weiburn
Executive Director

. Bmxl3 t.1l\.o:lthal Wdburn

f;:tzl:\lt!Vt~
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